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International Circumpolar International Circumpolar 

SurveillanceSurveillance--HistoryHistory
•• 1998: CDC1998: CDC’’s Preventing s Preventing 

Emerging Infectious Disease: A Emerging Infectious Disease: A 

strategy for the 21strategy for the 21stst CenturyCentury

•• 1998 ICS Established1998 ICS Established

–– Streptococcus pneumonae Streptococcus pneumonae 

–– Northern Canada, AlaskaNorthern Canada, Alaska

•• 1999: US Chairs the Arctic 1999: US Chairs the Arctic 

Council, ICS QC begunCouncil, ICS QC begun

•• 2000: ICS approved as a Arctic 2000: ICS approved as a Arctic 

Council SDWG project; Council SDWG project; 

Greenland joins ICSGreenland joins ICS

–– Haemophilus influenzae, Neissera Haemophilus influenzae, Neissera 
meningitidismeningitidis, GAS, GBS added, GAS, GBS added



International Circumpolar International Circumpolar 

SurveillanceSurveillance
•• 2001 Iceland, Norway, Finland, 2001 Iceland, Norway, Finland, 

northern Sweden join ICSnorthern Sweden join ICS

•• 2002: Protecting the National 2002: Protecting the National 

Health in an Era of Health in an Era of 

Globalization: CDCGlobalization: CDC’’s Global s Global 

Infectious Disease Strategy. Infectious Disease Strategy. 

•• 20072007--2008 International Polar 2008 International Polar 

YearYear-- ICS activities continue ICS activities continue 

•• 2007 Tuberculosis working 2007 Tuberculosis working 

group initiatedgroup initiated

•• 2010 Climate Change and 2010 Climate Change and 

Infectious Disease working Infectious Disease working 

group initiated group initiated 



International Circumpolar SurveillanceInternational Circumpolar Surveillance

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee

Working GroupsWorking Groups

SurveillanceSurveillance

Invasive Bacterial Disease (US lead)Invasive Bacterial Disease (US lead)

Tuberculosis (Canada lead)Tuberculosis (Canada lead)

Climate Sensitive Infectious Disease Climate Sensitive Infectious Disease 

(Sweden/US lead)(Sweden/US lead)

Viral Hepatitis (Denmark)Viral Hepatitis (Denmark)

Helicobacter pylori (US lead) Helicobacter pylori (US lead) 

STISTI’’s (Canada lead)s (Canada lead)

Others?Others?

ResearchResearch

Arctic CouncilArctic Council
Sustainable Development Working GroupSustainable Development Working Group

(Human Health Experts Group)(Human Health Experts Group)

Others?Others?
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Lessons learnedLessons learned……

•• Model for international surveillanceModel for international surveillance

•• Capitalizes on existing government/non Capitalizes on existing government/non 
government health cooperativesgovernment health cooperatives

•• Capitalizes on existing surveillance systems Capitalizes on existing surveillance systems 
(inexpensive)(inexpensive)

•• Provides standardized laboratory and Provides standardized laboratory and 
epidemiologic data on invasive bacterial diseasesepidemiologic data on invasive bacterial diseases

•• Comparable across regionsComparable across regions

•• Identifies research needs and prioritiesIdentifies research needs and priorities

•• Can be expanded to other health concerns of Can be expanded to other health concerns of 
Arctic peoples. Arctic peoples. 



ICS Steering Committee ICS Steering Committee 
Milan Italy May 7, 2011Milan Italy May 7, 2011

•• MembershipMembership

•• SDWG activitiesSDWG activities

–– HHEGHHEG
•• Meeting Umea Sweden June 2011Meeting Umea Sweden June 2011

•• Report to SDWG HoDs Gallivare Sweden February 14Report to SDWG HoDs Gallivare Sweden February 14--15, 201215, 2012

•• Meeting in Montreal April 2012Meeting in Montreal April 2012

•• Working Group UpdatesWorking Group Updates

–– IBDWGIBDWG

–– Tb WGTb WG

–– HepatitisHepatitis

–– Helicobacter pyloriHelicobacter pylori

–– Climate Change and Infectious DiseasesClimate Change and Infectious Diseases



ICS Events/Meetings 2012ICS Events/Meetings 2012--20132013

•• ICS Invasive Bacterial Disease Working Group, ICS Invasive Bacterial Disease Working Group, 

Vancouver BC, Canada March 27, 28, 2012. Vancouver BC, Canada March 27, 28, 2012. 

•• ICS Working Group Meetings, August 3ICS Working Group Meetings, August 3--10, 201210, 2012
–– Hepatitis (Anchorage August 3) Hepatitis (Anchorage August 3) 

–– Tuberculosis (Fairbanks August 5Tuberculosis (Fairbanks August 5--10) 10) 

–– Helicobacter pylori(Fairbanks August 4) Helicobacter pylori(Fairbanks August 4) 

–– Climate Change and Infectious Diseases (Fairbanks August 7 ) Climate Change and Infectious Diseases (Fairbanks August 7 ) 

•• IPY Conference Montreal, Canada April 22IPY Conference Montreal, Canada April 22--27, 2012.27, 2012.

–– Human Health Session April 26, 2012Human Health Session April 26, 2012

•• International Circumpolar SurveillanceInternational Circumpolar Surveillance

•• ICS Steering Committee Meeting Fairbanks August 4, ICS Steering Committee Meeting Fairbanks August 4, 

2012  2012  

•• ICS week September 2013 CopenhagenICS week September 2013 Copenhagen


